BleHtronics on-line 


history 


looking back... via the Internet 


On the verge of the 
new Millennium, it 
seems appropriate to 
reflect and ruminate 
on this century's 
tremendous develop- 
ments in electronics. 
So what better 
archive to browse 
than the largest of 
them all, the Internet? 


If you employ the Internet for a bit of 
research into the history of electronics, 
you should be prepared to spend quite 
some time. Although there are plenty 
of web sites covering the history of a 
specific subject, that does not apply to a 
more general field like electronics. 
None the less, we came across a 
respectable number of web addresses 
with information covering a large part 
of the (admittedly wide) field called 
electronics. 

A global overview of most impor- 
tant discoveries in the field is available 
in the form of a short slide show com- 
piled and hosted by Bill Steele at 
(http://floti.bell.ac.uk/principles/ 
electronics_history/index.htm). 

A nice looking overview of the peo- 
ple behind major inventions may be 
found on the pages called ‘a Thumbnail 
History of Electronics’ by Professor Tay- 
lor: (ht tp://www.ee.umd.edu/~taylor/ 
Electrons.htm). Prof. Taylor is also a good 
source for the history of optics. 

The history of one of the greatest 
inventions in electronics, and indeed of 
all times, may be browsed on the 
Lucent Technologies web site at 
(http://www.lucent.com/ideas/heritage/ 
transistor/). 

If you are looking for a concise but 
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clear chronological overview on the 
developments in film, video and audio 
recording, we'd recommend visiting 
the web site at 
http://www.soundsite.com/history/ 
history.html. 

Now that we seem to have 
digressed to specific subjects, we may 
just as well mention a fine web site for 
the history of solar energy develop- 
ments: = http://hyperion.advanced.org/ 
17658/sol/solhistoryht.html. 

The history of radio astronomy is 
also extensively covered by various 
sites. A ‘nutshell’ version, however, 
may be found at http://www.win.net/ 
~radiosky/ra01 html. 

A far-reaching historic overview of 
developments in telecommunications 
has been compiled by a group of Ger- 
man students at Esslingen Polytechnic 
(FHTE). Take a look at 
(http://www-stall.rz.fht-esslingen.de/ 
telehistory/indexhaupt.html). 

A rather special site we came across 
should not be left unmentioned as it 
fits very well in this overview. The 
pages called ‘A Philatelic History of 
Radio and Electronics’ found at 
(http://www.qsl.net/kf4oad/stamps.htm) 
present an overview of a variety of 
stamps depicting great achievements 


in electronics, and inventors, as col- 
lected by radio amateur KF4OAD. 
Two of this century’s greatest 
inventions are radio and television. 
‘Surfing the Aether’ presents a fine 
and comprehensive story about devel- 
opments in radio communications at 
(www.northwinds.net/bchris/index.htm). 
In eleven time periods, these pages 
examine the greatest achievements 
and milestones. In case you are only 
interested in the main facts and dates, 
you may find the ‘History of Radio’ 
pages at (www.vwlowen.demon.co.uk/ 
radio/radhist.htm) more convenient. 
The development of the medium 
we call television is covered by EBU’s 
Jean-Jacques Peters in “A History of 
Television’ at (http://www.ebu.ch/dvb/ 
dvb_articles/dvb_tv-history.htm). 
Having visited (and hopefully 
enjoyed) the web sites mentioned in 
this article, it would seem fitting to get 
to know a bit more about the history of 
the Internet itself. All right then here is 
our last Internet link for this century 
and Millennium. It is Hobbes’ Internet 
Timeline v4.2 at (http://info.isoc.org/ 
guest/zakon/Internet/History/HIT-html). 
(995094-1) 
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